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Embassy Rebirth / Third Paradise Cuba
Project promoted by

 

which uses creativity and art 

as vehicles for a socially responsible  

transformation through Demopraxy*  

with Sustainable Development  

initiatives in Cuba  

* (…) it will become indispensable for us to replace the concept of power, i.e. kratos, 
with that of practice, i.e. praxis, arriving at Demopraxy. From “Hominitheism and 
Demopraxy”. Michelangelo Pistoletto and Paolo Naldini. (2015-2018)



“Tercer Paraíso… Continua” over the Cuban sea,  
in collaboration with the Cuban artist Alexis Leiva Machado “Kcho”. 2014.  

Photo: Paola Martínez Fiterre



THE METHOD  
OF DEMOPRAXY 

The search of that desired responsable transformation is 
based on the method of Demopraxy:

MAPPING1 / FORUM2 / WORKSHOP3

This uses the connection among all kind of social organizations 
as a starting point.

1. MAPPING: Identifying organizations that are open to the Sustainable Development Goals  
by exhibiting those organizations and bringing up subjects of general interest to the Forum.

2. FORUM: Opportunity to generate the common action plan among all the organizations.
3. WORKSHOP: Executing the action plan. During this stage, Sectorial Forums will also take place.
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SPACES TO  
CREATE ALLIANCES

From “Hominitheism and Demopraxy”. Michelangelo Pistoletto and Paolo Naldini. 
(2015-2018)

First of all they (Rebirth Embassies/ Third Paradise) pinpoint 
trade and other associations, institutions, foundations, business-
es, public and private organizations, for-profit and not-for-profit 
bodies, committees, clubs, workgroups and any other kind of 
grouping of individuals on the basis of specific subjects and in-
terests in the region in which the Embassy Rebirth-Third Paradise 
operates. They then invite a representative of each organization 
to take part in the Forum. This takes the form of a meeting last-
ing for three days. (…) The Forum carries out its work alternating 
plenary sessions with roundtables at which sit no more than ten 
representatives of the bodies involved. Each table, coordinated 
by a facilitator, discusses the aspirations, problems, experiences 
and proposals of the participants and presents, in plenary ses-
sion, the conclusions reached, which are compared with those 
of the other roundtables. The resulting proposals, once framed, 
are combined in a program that will be carried out over the fol-
lowing twelve months: this varied program of joint activities is 
known as a Workshop. (…) At the end of the year another Forum 
will be held at which the results achieved by the Workshop will 
be presented. Forums and Workshops will continue to alternate, 
maintaining the connection with the different bodies of the so-
cial fabric.



Third Paradise headquarters in Cittadellarte-Fondazione Pistoletto.
Symbol made with marks for the blind.

Cittadellarte-Fondazione Pistoletto

It is a laboratory integrated by specialists and research-
ers from the different sectors of the social spectrum with 
the goal of inspiring and producing a responsible change 
in society. Cittadellarte seeks to combine the aesthetics 
qualities of art with a substantial ethical commitment, to 
produce a real transformation in civil society. 

The ideas generated in Cittadellarte are the core of a great 
network of Embassies of the Third Paradise. In the Cuban 
case, Third Paradise Cuba, works since 2014 promoting 
partnerships to achieve the United Nations Sustainable De-
velopment Goals. 



Third Paradise Symbol

It is based on the mathematical symbol for infinity, com-
posed of an unbroken line that intersects itself to form 
two circles. In the symbol of the Third Paradise, the line 
crosses itself twice, shaping three consecutive circles.  
The two outer circles represent all the opposites, includ-
ing nature and artifice where they have come into conflict.  
The central circle is the place where it is up to us to join them, 
so that they can impregnate the womb of a new society. *

*  From “Hominitheism and Demopraxy”. Michelangelo Pistoletto and Paolo Naldini. 
(2015-2018)



Michelangelo Pistoletto in front of Cittadellarte - Fondazione Pistoletto in Biella, Italy.  
Photo:  A. Oitana

Michelangelo Pistoletto

Italian artist and Art theorist, considered one of the main 
representatives of Arte Povera. During the 60s he develops 
his first pieces with mirrors, which included the spectator in 
real time inside the play and it opened a new perspective. 
These work gave him international recognition. From very 
early in his career, Pistoletto is interested in collaboration 
and transdisciplinary projects, and he creates Cittadellarte/ 
Fondazione Pistoletto. Since then, the base of his artistic and 
theoretical work takes him to a reflection about art, which 
interacts with every social sector, and he invites experts 
from all over the world to collaborate in it. His main goal is to 
use art to achieve a regeneration of society. 



Rebirth Forum "Geographies of Change". 2017. 
Photo: Gabriel Guerra Bianchini



Paolo Naldini
DIRECTOR CITTADELLARTE-FONDAZIONE PISTOLETTO

“It’s time to realize that all kind of social gathering is 
formed by organizations, that’s why we are referring to 
all types of organized collaboration. People spend time 
inside of organizations. In those, they make decisions 
everyday that directly impact the life of workers, business 
people, providers, customers, partners, participants, and 
families. Organizations are micro-governments o micro-
senates by themselves scattered throughout the social 
fabric. The practices that are carried out within those 
have real power. The organization is the main component 
of the demopractical system. Organizations are placed 
in between individuals and the entire collectiveness: 
organizations are the field where to face the emergencies 
that are affecting our planet. Global peace does not lays 
upon the confrontation of national armies but it lives on the 
practice of integrative and collaborative methods for the 
social fabric components”.



PARTICIPANTS AND 
COLLABORATORS

FROM 2014 TO 2019

Governmental  
Institutions

Agroforestry Company  
of Havana

Barrio Chino Graphic 
Workshop

Center for the 
Development of Visual Art

Cubasolar

House of Chinese 
Traditions 

José Martí National 
Library

Master Plan  
(Office of the Historian  
of the City of Havana)

Ministry of Culture  
of the Republic of Cuba

Ministry of Public Health

National Center of Artistic 
Education 

National Center of Sexual 
Education 

National Union of Writers  
and Artists of Cuba

Office of the Historian  
of the City of Havana

Pablo de la Torriente  
Brau Center

Photo Library of Cuba

Provincial Center of Visual 
Art and Design of Havana 

United Nations Cuban 
Association

Visual Art National Council

Wifredo Lam Center of 
Contemporary Art

NGOs

Antonio Núñez Jiménez 
Foundation for Nature  
and Humanity

Center of Exchange 
and Reference of 
Communitarian Initiatives

The International 
Committee for the 
Development of Peoples

Cuban Association  
for Animal Production

Cuban Association  
of Agriculture and  
Forestry Technicians

Embassy of Canada 
Cooperation Fund

Heritage, Community,  
and Environment Civil 
Society

Ibero-American and 
African Network of 
Masculinity 

Ludwig Foundation of Cuba

Martin Luther King Center

Ojalá Studios

Oscar Arnulfo Romero 
Center

Oxford Committee  
for Famine Relief  
(OXFAM Cuba) 

Slow Food Cuba 

United Nations System 

Environmental Bases  
for Local and Sustanable 
Food Project

Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO)

United Nations Children's 
Fund (UNICEF)

United Nations 
Development Program 
(UNDP)

World Food Program 
(WFP)

Communitarian  
and Cultural Projects

Acualina

Akokán

Alas de Corazón



Arte de San Felipe

Bacunayagua

Barrio Habana

BioDanze

Cachón de Cojímar

Casa del Niño y la Niña

Cine Club Cuir 

Copincha

Crear-Misión

De La Fuente 

El otro estudio

Evoluciona Campaign 

Granjita Feliz

Holistic Life Program and 
Dahara Yoga Studio

Iniciativa Planta! 

Junt@s

Lo llevamos rizo 

Mano Verde

Mi barrio se mueve

Mi barrio sueña

Palomas 

Plaxer

Protection of City Animals 

Re-Construction

Regla Soul

Trance Group

Responsible  
businesses

AlPirata
ArteCorte
Ativa
Casa Insurgente
Ciclo EcoPapel
Citykleta
Clandestina
CNA ATRES
EnTimbalao
Espacios Group
HAPE 
Hombre goma 
JYD Digital Marketing 
La Libertija
La Marca
Mi rinconcito
O2
VéloCuba 

Cultural centers,  
open studios,  
audiovisual projects

Alicia Alonso Great  
Theater of Havana

Art Laboratory  
of San Agustín

Arte Continua 

ArtistaXArtista

AXIS (Randy A. Moreno)

Casa Cruces Studio  
(Víctor Manuel Ortega)

Cubans in the Network

DJ Reitt (Hermanos Saíz 
Association) 

Farmacia Project

Galleria Continua

Ibsen Laboratory

Jessica Betancourt  
(Pikyai) 

KCHO Studio/ Organic 
Museum of Romerillo

Michel Pou

Montané Anthropological 
Museum

Mr.Myl 

National Museum  
of Fine Arts

National Museum  
of Natural History

NEWMENStudio

Nocturnal Project

Pinar del Río Museum  
of Art

René Francisco

Rita Montaner Company

Scenic Laboratory  
of Social Experimentation

Servando Cabrera Moreno 
Museum and Library 

Therapeutic clown  
(Aniet Venereo)

Valonia’s Showcase

Magazines  
(with active 
participation)

AM/PM Magazine

Arte Cubano Editions

El Toque

Ensayo Cero 

Fonoma Blog

Garbos Magazine

Negolution

Postdata.club 

Supervivo Fanzine

University Centers

Academy of Science

Chair of Complexity 
Studies 

Higher Institute  
of Design 

Institute of Pharmacy and 
Food, University of Havana

José Antonio Echeverría 
Technological University  
of Havana

José Martí University  
of Sancti Spíritus

Marta Abreu Central 
University of Las Villas

National Institute  
of Agricultural Science 

San Alejandro Fine Arts 
Academy

School of Art and 
Literature 

School of Biology

School of Communication 

School of Construction

School of Geography

School of Tourism  
(Turbiot Group)

University of Arts

University of Havana

University of Havana 
(Science and Technology 
Management) 

Visual Arts Academy  
of Villa Clara

Education and  
Research Centers 

Center for Female Studies 
and Gender Equality

Center for Psychological  
and Sociological Research

Center for Research and 
Development of Structures 
and Materials 

Center for Teenagers A+

Center of Studies  
about José Martí 
(Primavera Group)

CubaEmprende 

Institute of Philosophy 

Juan Marinello Cultural 
Research Center 

Club Martiano  
of Anthroposophy 

Research Center for  
the Metallurgic-Mining 
Industry 

Farms, Restaurants  
and Agriculture, Food,  
and Permaculture  
Related Centers

Alejandro de Humboldt 
Institute of Fundamental 
Research in Tropical 



Agriculture 

Burgambilia Farm

Camino al Sol Restaurant /
The earth festival

Culinary Federation of Cuba

Coincidencias Farm

El Encanto Esmeralda Farm 

El Garabato (Granjita feliz) 
Farm

El Romero Farm and 
Restaurant

Grados Restaurant

Indio Hatuey Grass  
and Forage Experimental 
Station

La Melissa Farm

Marta Farm

Oasis Nelva Restaurant

Tierra Madre Farm

Tungasuk Farm

UBPC Organoponic  
in Alamar

Vista Hermosa Farm

Networks

Alegremia Network

Entrepreneurs Network  
of the University of Havana

GALFISA Network 

Network in Defense  
of Humanity 

Network of Communitarian 
Action

Permaculture Network

CSR Oasis Club 

Internationals

Avanzando Juntas/ 
Housewives and single 
mothers (Mexico) 

Ayurveda Formosa 
(Argentina) 

Bozar (Belgium) 

Colombo-American  
Center in Medellin 
(Colombia)

El puente_lab art group 
(Colombia)

Intercampus Association 
(Italy)

Italian Embassy in Cuba

Kids Guernica (Japan)

Random Happiness  
art group (Spain)

Rebirth Embassy/ 
Third Paradise Cuneo 
(Italy)

The Italian artist Michelangelo Pistoletto with the former Cuban president  
Raúl Castro. 2015.

Rebirth Embassy/Third 
Paradise Albano Laziale  
(Italy) 

Rebirth Embassy/Third 
Paradise Lamezia-Terme  
(Italy)

SITI (Social Innovation 
Through Imagination)  
(Italy)



MAIN WORK  
THEMES

Sustainable Development Goals 

ART-CREATIVITY 
in Social Transformation Processes 

(Through Crearte workshops, non-commercial fairs, 
for Sustainable Development in the #ZonaRayoActiva, 

discussion groups, and Rebirth Forums) 



Rebirth Day Performance, December 21st, Plaza Vieja, Havana, Cuba. 2019.
Photo: Hansel Leyva



¡JOIN THE CANTIERE!
BE PART OF THE SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION  

TAKING AS STARTING POINT ART AND CREATIVITY  
TO ACHIEVE A SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

CONTACT & WEB SITE

tercerparaisocuba@gmail.com       www.tercerparaisocuba.org

EMBASSY REBIRTH / THIRD PARADISE CUBA HEADQUARTERS

#108 Rayo street, China Town, Centro Habana. Cuba

MORE INFORMATION

www.cittadellarte.it        www.terzoparadiso.org
www.geographiesofchange.net        www.galleriacontinua.com

Contact us to join in and bring your ideas to the events we promote!

  @rebirthcuba         @tercerparaisocuba         @3ParaisoCubaoOo

#ZonaRayoActiva    #CreArte    #ForumRebirth    #CantiereCuba    #MichelangeloPistoletto

Photo used on back cover:
Performance “El Renacimiento de la Espiral”, in collaboration 
with the Cuban musician Leo Brower during the opening of the 
Festival "Contratenores del Mundo". 2016.  
Photo: Paola Martínez Fiterre




